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By George Packer

The Wrecking Crew is a fascinating book that examines the rise of
conservatism in American politics. Author George Packer argues that a
small group of ideologues, 'the wrecking crew,' has been working tirelessly
to dismantle the New Deal and establish a new order based on free
markets and limited government.

Packer traces the crew's influence from the Reagan administration to the
present day, showing how they have shaped policies on everything from
healthcare to education to climate change. He argues that the crew's
success is due in part to their ability to tap into the fears and anxieties of
ordinary Americans. They have been able to convince many Americans that
the government is the source of their problems, and that the only solution is
to cut taxes, reduce regulations, and privatize public services.

The Wrecking Crew is a timely and important book that sheds light on the
shadowy world of conservative politics. It is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand how the American political landscape has changed in
recent decades.

The Rise of the Wrecking Crew
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The Wrecking Crew is a relatively new phenomenon in American politics. It
emerged in the late 1970s and early 1980s, as a reaction to the New Deal
and the Great Society programs of the 1960s and 1970s. Conservatives
argued that these programs had led to a bloated government, high taxes,
and a decline in personal freedom.

The Wrecking Crew's goal was to dismantle the New Deal and its legacy.
They wanted to cut taxes, reduce regulations, and privatize public services.
They also sought to promote traditional values and a strong national
defense.

The Wrecking Crew was able to gain traction in the 1980s, thanks in part to
the election of Ronald Reagan. Reagan was a conservative Republican
who shared the crew's goals. He cut taxes, reduced regulations, and
increased military spending. He also appointed conservative judges to the
Supreme Court.

The Wrecking Crew continued to grow in influence in the 1990s and 2000s.
They were a major force behind the election of George W. Bush in 2000
and 2004. Bush cut taxes, reduced regulations, and privatized public
services. He also appointed conservative judges to the Supreme Court.

The Wrecking Crew reached the height of its power during the presidency
of Donald Trump. Trump was a populist Republican who shared many of
the crew's goals. He cut taxes, reduced regulations, and appointed
conservative judges to the Supreme Court. He also withdrew the United
States from several international agreements and imposed tariffs on goods
from China.

The Impact of the Wrecking Crew



The Wrecking Crew has had a profound impact on American politics and
society. They have helped to shift the political landscape to the right. They
have also contributed to the decline of the labor movement and the social
safety net.

The Wrecking Crew has also had a negative impact on the environment.
They have supported policies that have led to increased pollution and
climate change. They have also opposed efforts to protect endangered
species.

The Wrecking Crew is a powerful force in American politics. They have
been able to shape the agenda for the Republican Party and influence the
policies of the Trump administration. It remains to be seen whether they will
be able to maintain their influence in the years to come.

The Future of the Wrecking Crew

The future of the Wrecking Crew is uncertain. The group is facing
challenges from both the left and the right. The left is increasingly critical of
the crew's policies, which they argue have led to inequality, poverty, and
environmental destruction.

The right is also divided on the future of the Wrecking Crew. Some
conservatives believe that the group has gone too far in its efforts to
dismantle the New Deal. They argue that the crew's policies have led to a
decline in social cohesion and a loss of American values.

It is unclear whether the Wrecking Crew will be able to maintain its
influence in the years to come. However, the group's long history of



success suggests that it will continue to be a major force in American
politics.
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surveillance and control....
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