
The Evolution of Procedural Warfare in the
Modern Senate: The Julian Rothbaum

The United States Senate is a body that has been shaped by tradition
and precedent. However, in recent years, the Senate has become
increasingly polarized and partisan. This has led to a rise in procedural
warfare, which is the use of parliamentary tactics to delay or block
legislation.

One of the most prominent examples of procedural warfare in the
modern Senate is the Julian Rothbaum. The Rothbaum is a filibuster
that is used to prevent the Senate from voting on a bill. It is named
after its inventor, Senator Julian Rothbaum (D-OR).
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The Rothbaum has been used successfully by both Democrats and
Republicans to block legislation that they oppose. It has become a
major tool of obstructionism in the Senate.

The History of the Julian Rothbaum

The Rothbaum was first used in 1975 by Senator Rothbaum to block a
bill that would have created a national health insurance program.
Rothbaum's filibuster lasted for 18 hours and 12 minutes, and it
successfully prevented the bill from coming to a vote.

Since then, the Rothbaum has been used dozens of times to block
legislation. It has been used by both Democrats and Republicans, and
it has been successful in preventing a wide range of bills from passing.
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The Impact of the Julian Rothbaum

The Rothbaum has had a significant impact on the Senate. It has
made it more difficult to pass legislation, and it has contributed to the
polarization of the Senate.

The Rothbaum has also been criticized for being undemocratic. It
allows a single senator to block the will of the majority. This has led to
calls for reforms to the Senate's filibuster rules.

The Future of the Julian Rothbaum

The future of the Rothbaum is uncertain. It is possible that the Senate
will reform its filibuster rules, which would make it more difficult to use
the Rothbaum. However, it is also possible that the Rothbaum will
continue to be used as a tool of obstructionism in the Senate.

The Julian Rothbaum is a powerful tool of obstructionism that has had
a significant impact on the Senate. It has made it more difficult to pass
legislation, and it has contributed to the polarization of the Senate. The
future of the Rothbaum is uncertain, but it is likely to continue to be a
major force in the Senate for years to come.
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