
Sunday Under Three Heads: Charles
Dickens's Scathing Indictment of Victorian
Society
Charles Dickens's 'Sunday Under Three Heads' is a powerful and thought-
provoking short story that delves into the moral and religious landscape of
Victorian society. Published in 1836, the story weaves together three
distinct narratives, each offering a unique perspective on the societal norms
and expectations of the time. Through its intricate interlacing of plotlines
and vivid characterizations, 'Sunday Under Three Heads' serves as a
scathing indictment of Victorian society's hypocrisy and superficiality.
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Moral Ambiguity in "The Biter Bit"

The first tale, "The Biter Bit," introduces us to Mr. Chollop, a self-righteous
constable who finds himself entangled in a series of unfortunate events.
Initially depicted as a zealous upholder of the law, Chollop's character
undergoes a gradual transformation as he becomes the victim of his own
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misplaced morality. Dickens's portrayal of Chollop highlights the inherent
contradictions and absurdities within Victorian society's moral codes. The
constable's excessive zeal and lack of empathy ultimately lead to his
downfall, exposing the shallowness of his professed virtues.

Religious Hypocrisy in "The Outward Bound"

The second tale, "The Outward Bound," shifts the focus to a group of
philanthropic gentlemen embarking on a Sunday outing. As they encounter
a poverty-stricken family along their path, their pious facade crumbles,
revealing their true indifference to the sufferings of others. Dickens's satire
is particularly sharp in his depiction of Mr. Slumkey, a wealthy social
reformer who preaches charity but turns a blind eye to the destitute family.
The story exposes the hypocrisy of Victorian society's religious beliefs,
where outward piety often masked a profound lack of compassion.

Social Injustice in "The Ivy Green"

The third tale, "The Ivy Green," presents a poignant account of social
injustice and the struggles faced by the working class. The story follows the
lives of two families: the wealthy Jeddlers with their opulent mansion, and
the impoverished Climmers living in a dilapidated cottage. As the Climmers'
financial situation worsens, they are forced to sell their cherished
possessions to make ends meet. Dickens's meticulous portrayal of the
Climmers' struggles highlights the stark inequalities and social injustices
prevalent in Victorian society.

Interconnectedness of Themes

While each tale in 'Sunday Under Three Heads' stands alone in its
narrative arc, Dickens masterfully weaves them together to create a



cohesive tapestry of social criticism. The story's title, "Sunday Under Three
Heads," alludes to the Christian Holy Trinity, thereby drawing a parallel
between the religious hypocrisy of Victorian society and the religious
hypocrisy of the Pharisees in the Bible. Dickens's interconnected themes of
morality, religion, and social justice resonate throughout the story,
highlighting the profound crisis of conscience that plagued Victorian society.

The Legacy of 'Sunday Under Three Heads'

'Sunday Under Three Heads' has left an undeniable mark on the literary
landscape. Dickens's incisive social commentary and skillful storytelling
continue to resonate with readers today. The story's themes of moral
ambiguity, religious hypocrisy, and social injustice remain relevant,
prompting reflection on the complexities of human nature and the
challenges of creating a more just and equitable society.

Charles Dickens's 'Sunday Under Three Heads' is a timeless masterpiece
of social criticism. Through its intricate storytelling and vivid
characterizations, the story exposes the glaring contradictions and
hypocrisy of Victorian society. Dickens's sharp wit and compassionate
understanding of human nature create a narrative that is both entertaining
and thought-provoking. 'Sunday Under Three Heads' continues to serve as
a reminder of the importance of questioning societal norms, promoting
genuine empathy, and striving for a world where justice and compassion
prevail.
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Barbara Randle: More Crazy Quilting With
Attitude - Unlocking the Secrets of Fabric
Fusion
A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...

Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society
In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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