
Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 Celtic Reels for
Mandolin: A Comprehensive Guide
In the realm of traditional Irish and Scottish music, the Celtic reel reigns
supreme as one of the most beloved and enduring dance forms. With its
captivating melodies, infectious rhythms, and boundless variations, the
Celtic reel has captured the hearts and minds of countless musicians and
dancers alike.
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Among the most renowned mandolin players of our time, Steve Kaufman
stands out as a true master of the Celtic reel. His innovative approach to
the instrument, coupled with his deep understanding of Irish and Scottish
traditional music, has earned him a reputation as a virtuoso performer and
respected teacher.

In his book "Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 Celtic Reels for Mandolin,"
Kaufman has assembled a comprehensive collection of some of the most
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popular and enduring Celtic reels, providing mandolin players of all levels
with an invaluable resource for learning and performing this enchanting
music.

The Origins of Celtic Reels

The Celtic reel, as we know it today, evolved from the traditional fiddle
tunes of Ireland and Scotland. These tunes were often played at social
gatherings and ceilidhs, where they provided the soundtrack for lively
dancing and merrymaking.

Over time, the fiddle tunes began to be adapted for other instruments,
including the mandolin. The mandolin's clear, bright sound and its ability to
create intricate melodies made it an ideal instrument for playing Celtic
reels.

Characteristics of Celtic Reels

Celtic reels are typically written in 4/4 time and feature a distinctive
rhythmic pattern known as the "reel cadence." This cadence consists of a
series of eighth notes, followed by a quarter note, and then another series
of eighth notes. The emphasis on the first and third beats of the measure
gives reels their characteristic bouncy and lively feel.

Melodically, Celtic reels are often characterized by their use of
ornamentation, such as slides, rolls, and triplets. These embellishments
add a sense of excitement and complexity to the tunes, making them both
challenging and rewarding to play.

Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 Celtic Reels



In his book, Kaufman has carefully selected a diverse collection of 50 Celtic
reels, ranging from traditional Irish favorites to lesser-known Scottish gems.
Each reel is presented with a complete transcription, fingerings, and
detailed performance notes.

Kaufman's explanations are clear and concise, providing aspiring mandolin
players with a step-by-step guide to mastering these intricate tunes. He
also offers valuable insights into the history and cultural significance of
each reel, bringing the music to life.

Learning to Play Celtic Reels on the Mandolin

If you are new to playing Celtic reels on the mandolin, it is important to start
with the basics. Familiarize yourself with the reel cadence and practice
playing simple melodies in 4/4 time.

Once you have a solid foundation, you can begin to add ornamentation to
your playing. Experiment with different slides, rolls, and triplets to create
your own unique style.

It is also helpful to listen to recordings of Celtic reels to get a feel for the
rhythm and phrasing. Many of the reels in Kaufman's collection are
available online, so you can listen to them and learn from the masters.

The Joy of Playing Celtic Reels

Playing Celtic reels on the mandolin is a truly rewarding experience. The
music is both challenging and exhilarating, and it has the power to transport
you to the vibrant pubs and ceilidhs of Ireland and Scotland.



Whether you are a seasoned performer or a beginner just starting out, I
encourage you to explore the wonderful world of Celtic reels on the
mandolin. With Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 Celtic Reels as your guide,
you will have all the tools and inspiration you need to embark on this
musical journey.

Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 Celtic Reels for Mandolin is an indispensable
resource for mandolin players of all levels who wish to explore the
enchanting world of Celtic music. With its comprehensive collection of
tunes, detailed transcriptions, and expert guidance, this book will provide
you with the knowledge and inspiration you need to master these timeless
melodies and bring the joy of Celtic reels to your own playing.

So pick up your mandolin, open the pages of this book, and let the music of
Ireland and Scotland fill your soul.
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Barbara Randle: More Crazy Quilting With
Attitude - Unlocking the Secrets of Fabric
Fusion
A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...

Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society
In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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