
Sketches by Boz: Illustrative of Everyday Life
and Every Day People
Sketches by Boz is a collection of short stories and sketches by Charles
Dickens, originally published in various magazines and newspapers from
1833 to 1836. The stories are set in London and its environs, and they offer
a vivid and often humorous portrait of everyday life in the early 19th
century.

Dickens was a keen observer of human nature, and his sketches are full of
sharply drawn characters and hilarious anecdotes. He writes about the
lives of ordinary people, from the struggling clerk to the pompous aristocrat.
He captures the sights and sounds of the city, from the喧嚣的街道to the
quiet back alleys. And he never fails to find the humor in everyday
situations.
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Sketches by Boz is a delightful read for anyone interested in the history of
London, the works of Charles Dickens, or simply good storytelling. It is a
book that will entertain and amuse readers of all ages.

Some of the most famous sketches in the collection include:

The Mudfog Association

The Steam Excursion

The Great Winglebury Duel

Mrs. Joseph Porter

The Tuggses at Ramsgate

The Mudfog Association

The Mudfog Association is a satirical sketch about a group of pompous and
self-important men who meet regularly to discuss the affairs of their small
town. The members of the association are all experts in their own minds,
and they are always ready to offer their unsolicited advice on any topic,
from the best way to pave the streets to the most effective way to educate
the poor.

Dickens's satire is sharp and witty, and he skewers the members of the
association for their hypocrisy, their pomposity, and their complete lack of
self-awareness. The Mudfog Association is a classic example of Dickens's
ability to find the humor in everyday life.

The Steam Excursion
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The Steam Excursion is a hilarious sketch about a group of Londoners who
take a day trip to Greenwich by boat. The excursion is a disaster from the
start, as the boat is overcrowded and the weather is terrible. The
passengers are all miserable, and they spend most of the day seasick.

Dickens's description of the excursion is both funny and pathetic. He
captures the misery of the passengers, and he also highlights the absurdity
of the whole situation. The Steam Excursion is a reminder that even the
most well-planned outings can sometimes go awry.

The Great Winglebury Duel

The Great Winglebury Duel is a farcical sketch about a duel between two
pompous fools. The duel is fought over a trivial matter, and it is conducted
in a ridiculous fashion. The two men fire their pistols at each other, but they
both miss. They then agree to fight again, but they are interrupted by the
arrival of the police.

Dickens's sketch is a send-up of the дуэльный кодекс, which was still in
force in England in the early 19th century. The duel is a ridiculous affair,
and it highlights the absurdity of the code. The Great Winglebury Duel is a
reminder that even the most serious of matters can sometimes be resolved
with laughter.

Mrs. Joseph Porter

Mrs. Joseph Porter is a satirical sketch about a social-climbing woman who
is desperate to be accepted by the upper classes. Mrs. Porter is a vulgar
and pretentious woman, and she is constantly trying to put on airs. She
throws lavish parties, приглашает the most exclusive guests, and spends
a fortune on clothes and jewelry.



Dickens's satire is sharp and merciless, and he exposes Mrs. Porter's
hypocrisy and her social pretensions. Mrs. Joseph Porter is a classic
example of Dickens's ability to create memorable and unlikable characters.

The Tuggses at Ramsgate

The Tuggses at Ramsgate is a hilarious sketch about a working-class
family who takes a vacation to the seaside. The Tuggses are a吵闹的and
vulgar family, and they are completely out of their element in the genteel
surroundings of Ramsgate. They make a series of social faux pas, and they
are constantly getting into trouble.

Dickens's sketch is both funny and heartwarming. He captures the
Tuggses' love for each other, and he also highlights their strengths and
weaknesses. The Tuggses at Ramsgate is a reminder that even the most
ordinary people can have extraordinary adventures.

Sketches by Boz is a delightful collection of short stories and sketches that
offer a vivid and humorous portrait of everyday life in early 19th-century
London. Dickens's characters are drawn with wit and sympathy, and his
stories are full of laughter and pathos. Sketches by Boz is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of London, the works of Charles Dickens,
or simply good storytelling.
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