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Seaman, a large and friendly Newfoundland dog, holds a special place in
the history of westward expansion in the United States. He was the loyal
companion of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on their epic expedition
to the Pacific Ocean from 1804 to 1806. Seaman's contributions to the
expedition were invaluable, as he provided companionship, protected the
explorers from danger, and helped them navigate the vast and often
treacherous wilderness.

Seaman's Origins

Seaman was born in Newfoundland in 1802. He was acquired by Lewis
and Clark at a trading post in St. Louis, Missouri, in May 1804. The
explorers were immediately impressed by his size, strength, and gentle
demeanor. They named him Seaman in honor of his webbed feet, which
made him a skilled swimmer.
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Seaman's Role in the Expedition

Seaman quickly became an indispensable member of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. He served as a watch dog, alerting the explorers to potential
dangers. His keen sense of smell also helped them locate food and water
sources. Furthermore, Seaman provided much-needed companionship for
the men, who were often isolated and lonely in the wilderness.

A Loyal Companion

Seaman was a constant source of comfort and support for Lewis and Clark.
He would often sleep at their feet at night and accompany them on their
daily excursions. The explorers grew deeply attached to Seaman, and he
became a symbol of their unbreakable bond.

A Fierce Protector

Seaman's imposing size and intimidating appearance made him a
formidable deterrent to potential attackers. On several occasions, he
protected the explorers from bears and wolves. His bravery and loyalty
earned him the admiration and respect of the entire expedition.

A Skilled Navigator

Seaman's keen sense of direction proved to be invaluable during the
expedition. He often led the explorers through trackless forests and across
treacherous waterways. His ability to find his way back to camp was
particularly impressive, as the expedition often traveled hundreds of miles
into unfamiliar territory.

Seaman's Legacy



Seaman returned to St. Louis with Lewis and Clark in September 1806. He
was hailed as a hero and celebrated for his contributions to the expedition.
Seaman lived out the rest of his days with the Clark family in Missouri,
where he became a beloved member of the community.

Today, Seaman is remembered as one of the most iconic dogs in American
history. His story is a testament to the bond between humans and animals
and the important role that animals can play in human endeavors.

Seaman in Popular Culture

Seaman's exploits have been depicted in numerous books, articles, and
television shows. He has also been the subject of several children's books.
Seaman's legacy continues to inspire generations of Americans, reminding
them of the importance of courage, loyalty, and exploration.



Seaman the Newfoundland dog, a member of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition.

Additional Resources
= Seaman the Dog (Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation)

= Seaman (PBS)
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= Seaman, the Dog on the Lewis and Clark Expedition (Smithsonian
National Museum of American History)
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A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...
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Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society

In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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