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Fire-bellied toads (Bombina orientalis) are captivating and low-maintenance
pets that are suitable for both beginners and experienced herpetoculturists.
These amphibians are native to Korea, China, and Russia and are known
for their vibrant red or orange bellies. With proper care, fire-bellied toads
can live for 10-15 years in captivity.

Housing

Fire-bellied toads require a secure and spacious enclosure. A 10-gallon
terrarium or aquarium is suitable for a single toad, while a 20-gallon
enclosure is necessary for a pair. The enclosure should have a tight-fitting
lid to prevent escape.

The substrate should be a mixture of coconut fiber and sphagnum moss,
which provides both moisture and drainage. Place a few live plants in the
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enclosure, such as ferns or bromeliads, to create hiding places and
improve air quality.

Fire-bellied toads need both a water source and a dry area. A shallow dish
filled with fresh water should be provided for soaking and drinking. A hide
box or shelter, such as a cork bark tube or half-log, should be placed on the
dry side of the enclosure.

Lighting and Temperature

Fire-bellied toads do not require special lighting, but they benefit from
natural sunlight. Provide indirect sunlight for 12 hours per day. You can use
a timer to automate the lighting cycle.

The ideal temperature range for fire-bellied toads is 70-80°F (21-27°C).
Use a heat lamp or under-tank heater to maintain the desired temperature.
Place the heat source on one side of the enclosure to create a temperature
gradient, allowing the toad to choose its preferred temperature.

Feeding

Fire-bellied toads are carnivorous and eat a variety of small prey. Crickets,
mealworms, and waxworms are all suitable feeder insects. Feed your toad
every other day, offering 2-3 insects per feeding. Dust the insects with
calcium and vitamin D3 supplement once a week.

Health Maintenance

Fire-bellied toads are generally hardy animals, but they can be susceptible
to certain health problems, such as:



Skin infections: This can be caused by bacteria, fungi, or parasites.
Signs of a skin infection include red or irritated skin, lethargy, and loss
of appetite.

Metabolic bone disease: This is caused by a lack of calcium or
vitamin D3. Signs of metabolic bone disease include soft or deformed
bones, lethargy, and poor appetite.

Intestinal parasites: Fire-bellied toads can carry intestinal parasites,
which can cause weight loss, diarrhea, and lethargy.

It is important to take your fire-bellied toad to a veterinarian for regular
checkups. Your veterinarian can diagnose and treat any health problems
that your toad may have.

Fire-bellied toads are fascinating and easy-to-care-for pets. By following
the care guidelines outlined in this article, you can provide your toad with a
healthy and happy life for many years to come.
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Barbara Randle: More Crazy Quilting With
Attitude - Unlocking the Secrets of Fabric
Fusion
A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...

Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society
In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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