
Our Mr. Wrenn: The Romantic Adventures of a
Gentle Man
Our Mr. Wrenn is a 1937 novel by Sinclair Lewis. It tells the story of George
Wrenn, a mild-mannered accountant who leaves his job and sets out to find
meaning in life. Along the way, he meets a variety of eccentric characters
and has a series of romantic adventures.
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The novel is set during the Great Depression, and Lewis uses Wrenn's
journey to explore the social and economic issues of the time. Wrenn is a
man who is out of step with the modern world. He is a gentle and sensitive
soul who is ill-suited for the cutthroat world of business. Wrenn's search for
meaning leads him to a series of dead-end jobs and relationships. He
eventually finds a measure of happiness in a relationship with a woman
named Eileen.
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Our Mr. Wrenn is a charming and bittersweet novel. Lewis's writing is witty
and insightful, and his characters are both lovable and flawed. The novel is
a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for
redemption.

Characters

George Wrenn - The protagonist of the novel, Wrenn is a mild-mannered
accountant who leaves his job and sets out to find meaning in life. He is a
gentle and sensitive soul who is ill-suited for the cutthroat world of
business. Wrenn's search for meaning leads him to a series of dead-end
jobs and relationships. He eventually finds a measure of happiness in a
relationship with a woman named Eileen.

Eileen - A young woman who Wrenn meets in a boarding house. Eileen is
a kind and compassionate woman who helps Wrenn to find his way in life.
She is the only person who truly understands Wrenn, and she helps him to
find the strength to face the challenges of life.

Mr. Palfrey - The owner of the boarding house where Wrenn lives. Palfrey
is a kindly old man who takes a liking to Wrenn. He gives Wrenn advice
and support, and he helps him to find a job.

Mr. Timpany - A wealthy businessman who hires Wrenn as his accountant.
Timpany is a ruthless and unfeeling man who cares only about money.
Wrenn quickly learns that he is not cut out for the world of business, and he
soon quits his job.

Miss Wanhope - A lonely old woman who Wrenn meets in a park. Miss
Wanhope is a kind and gentle soul who has lost her zest for life. Wrenn



helps her to find her way back to happiness, and he becomes a close
friend.

Themes

The search for meaning in life - Wrenn is a man who is searching for
meaning in life. He is not content with his job or his relationships, and he
feels that there must be more to life than what he has. Wrenn's journey
takes him to a variety of different places and people, and he eventually
finds meaning in a relationship with a woman named Eileen.

The importance of human connection - Wrenn is a lonely man who longs
for human connection. He finds it in his relationship with Eileen, as well as
in his friendships with Mr. Palfrey and Miss Wanhope. Human connection is
essential for happiness, and it is what gives life meaning.

The power of hope - Even in the darkest of times, there is always hope.
Wrenn's journey is full of setbacks and disappointments, but he never gives
up hope. He believes that there is a better life out there, and he keeps
searching until he finds it.

Setting

The novel is set in the United States during the Great Depression. The
Great Depression was a time of great economic hardship, and many
people were out of work and struggling to make ends meet. Wrenn's
journey takes him to a variety of different places, including New York City,
Chicago, and San Francisco. He meets a variety of different people, and he
experiences the full range of human emotions. The Great Depression is a
backdrop to the novel, and it helps to shape the characters and events.



Style

Lewis's writing is witty and insightful. He has a keen eye for detail, and he
is able to create characters that are both lovable and flawed. Lewis's writing
is also full of humor, and he is able to find the absurdity in even the most
difficult situations. Our Mr. Wrenn is a charming and bittersweet novel that
is sure to stay with you long after you finish it.

Critical Reception

Our Mr. Wrenn was a critical and commercial success. It was praised for its
humor, insight, and charm. The New York Times called it "a delightful
novel," and the Saturday Review of Literature said that it was "a
masterpiece of American fiction." Our Mr. Wrenn has been translated into
more than 20 languages, and it is still considered one of Lewis's best
novels.

Adaptations

Our Mr. Wrenn has been adapted into two films. The first, released in 1937,
starred Walter Huston as Wrenn. The second, released in 1952, starred
David Wayne as Wrenn. Both films were critical and commercial
successes.
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Barbara Randle: More Crazy Quilting With
Attitude - Unlocking the Secrets of Fabric
Fusion
A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...

Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society
In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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