
It Can Happen Here: A Timely Tale of Fascism
in America
Sinclair Lewis's 1935 novel, It Can Happen Here, is a chilling and prescient
warning about the dangers of fascism in America. The novel tells the story
of Doremus Jessup, a small-town newspaper editor who witnesses the rise
of a charismatic demagogue named Buzz Windrip to the presidency.
Windrip, a ruthless populist who exploits the fears and frustrations of the
American people, quickly consolidates his power and establishes a fascist
dictatorship.

Lewis's novel was written in response to the rise of fascism in Europe in the
1930s. He was particularly concerned about the popularity of Huey Long, a
populist senator from Louisiana who was considered a potential threat to
American democracy. In It Can Happen Here, Lewis creates a fictional
character who is based on Long and who uses similar demagogic tactics to
seize power.
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The novel is a chillingly accurate portrayal of how fascism can take hold in
a democracy. Lewis shows how Windrip exploits the economic and social
anxieties of the American people to gain their support. He uses propaganda
and fear-mongering to create a climate of hysteria and division, and he
ruthlessly suppresses any opposition to his rule.

It Can Happen Here is a powerful and timely warning about the dangers of
fascism. It is a reminder that democracy is fragile and that it can be easily
lost if we are not vigilant. The novel is a must-read for anyone who is
concerned about the future of American democracy.

Themes of It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here explores a number of important themes, including:

The dangers of fascism: The novel shows how fascism can take hold
in a democracy and the devastating consequences that can result.

The importance of standing up for democracy: The novel shows
how important it is to stand up for democracy, even when it is difficult.

The power of propaganda: The novel shows how propaganda can be
used to manipulate people's minds and to create a climate of fear and
division.

The fragility of democracy: The novel shows how democracy is
fragile and that it can be easily lost if we are not vigilant.

Characters in It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here features a cast of memorable characters, including:



Doremus Jessup: The protagonist of the novel, Jessup is a small-
town newspaper editor who witnesses the rise of Buzz Windrip to the
presidency. He is a principled man who believes in democracy, but he
is also a pragmatist who knows that he cannot defeat Windrip alone.

Buzz Windrip: The antagonist of the novel, Windrip is a charismatic
demagogue who uses propaganda and fear-mongering to gain power.
He is a ruthless dictator who suppresses any opposition to his rule.

Marjorie Jessup: Doremus's wife, Marjorie is a strong and
independent woman who supports her husband's fight against Windrip.

Haig: A wealthy industrialist, Haig is a close friend of Windrip and a
supporter of his fascist regime.

Senator Trowbridge: A principled senator who opposes Windrip's
dictatorship.

Setting of It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here is set in the United States in the 1930s. The novel
portrays a country that is deeply divided by economic and social anxieties.
The Great Depression has caused widespread unemployment and poverty,
and many Americans are disillusioned with the government's inability to
solve the country's problems. This creates a fertile environment for the rise
of fascism.

Style of It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here is written in a clear and concise style. Lewis uses
simple language to convey complex ideas, and he does not shy away from



using satire to expose the dangers of fascism. The novel is a fast-paced
and gripping read, and it is sure to stay with you long after you finish it.

Critical Reception of It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here was a critical and commercial success when it was
first published in 1935. The novel was praised for its prescience and its
warning about the dangers of fascism. It was also a popular success,
selling over a million copies in its first year.

The novel has remained popular in the years since it was first published. It
has been translated into over 20 languages and has been adapted into
several films and television shows. It is still considered one of the most
important and influential novels of the 20th century.

Legacy of It Can Happen Here

It Can Happen Here has had a lasting impact on American culture and
politics. The novel has been used to warn about the dangers of fascism
and to promote the importance of democracy. It has also been used to
criticize demagogues and dictators, both in the United States and abroad.

The novel's legacy is particularly relevant today, as the world faces a
resurgence of fascism and authoritarianism. It Can Happen Here is a timely
reminder that democracy is fragile and that it can be easily lost if we are not
vigilant.
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