
Animals Work Like To Read: Unlocking the
Secret World of Literary Companionship
In the tapestry of human imagination, animals have always played an
integral role, weaving their way into our stories, songs, and artwork. From
ancient fables to modern masterpieces, animals have served as symbols,
companions, and sources of wonder and inspiration. This article embarks
on a literary expedition to uncover the fascinating relationship between
animals and the written word, exploring how animals have enriched our
understanding of ourselves and the world around us.

Animals as Symbols: A Mirror to Society

Throughout history, animals have symbolized a wide range of human
qualities and experiences. In Aesop's fables, the cunning fox represents
deception, the wise owl signifies knowledge, and the loyal dog embodies
faithfulness. By embodying these traits, animals allow us to explore
complex moral dilemmas and societal issues in a relatable and accessible
way.
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In George Orwell's allegorical novel "Animal Farm," animals become stand-
ins for human political figures, satirizing the rise and fall of totalitarian
regimes. Similarly, in Franz Kafka's enigmatic novella "The
Metamorphosis," the protagonist's transformation into a giant insect mirrors
his alienation and dehumanization in a bureaucratic society.

Animals as Companions: A Bond of Affection

Animals have also served as beloved companions in literature, offering
unconditional love and unwavering loyalty to their human counterparts. In
J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy, the fellowship relies heavily
on the assistance of animals such as Gandalf's eagle, Gwaihir the
Windlord, and Shadowfax the magical horse.

In children's literature, animals often play the role of trusted confidants and
protectors. From Winnie-the-Pooh's honey-loving bear to Charlotte's Web's
wise spider, these animal companions provide comfort, support, and a
sense of belonging to their young readers.

Animals as Inspiration: A Source of Wonder

The natural world, with its myriad creatures, has been a constant source of
inspiration for writers throughout the ages. Animals have captivated our
imaginations, evoking awe, curiosity, and a deep sense of wonder. In Emily
Dickinson's poem "Hope" (1861),the speaker finds solace in the resilience
of a humming bird facing adversity:

“"Hope" is the thing with feathers - / That perches in the soul -
/ And sings the tune without the words - / And never stops - at



all."”

Similarly, in Mary Oliver's essay "Owls" (1999),the author explores the
mystery and beauty of these nocturnal creatures, marveling at their silent
flight and piercing gaze.

The Anthropomorphism of Animals: Blurring the Lines

In some works of literature, animals take on human-like qualities, known as
anthropomorphism. This literary device allows writers to explore complex
human emotions and experiences through the lens of non-human
characters.

In the classic novel "Black Beauty" by Anna Sewell, a horse narrates its
own story, recounting its experiences of cruelty and compassion in the
Victorian era. By giving an animal a human voice, Sewell sheds light on the
plight of working animals and the importance of empathy.

In children's literature, anthropomorphism is often used to create whimsical
and imaginative worlds. In Beatrix Potter's "The Tale of Peter Rabbit"
(1902),animals engage in human-like activities, such as wearing clothes,
having tea parties, and gardening.

The Transforming Power of Animals: Agents of Change

Animals can also serve as agents of change in literature, prompting
characters to grow, learn, and evolve. In Jack London's "The Call of the
Wild" (1903),the domesticated dog Buck embraces his primal instincts and
returns to the wilderness, symbolizing the human yearning for freedom and
authenticity.



In Yann Martel's "Life of Pi" (2001),a boy named Pi is stranded on a lifeboat
with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. The tiger's presence forces Pi to
confront his fears, develop resilience, and find meaning in the face of
adversity.

The relationship between animals and literature is a multifaceted and
enduring one. Animals have served as symbols, companions, sources of
inspiration, and agents of change in countless works of fiction and poetry.
Through their presence in stories, animals offer us a deeper understanding
of ourselves, our society, and the wonders of the natural world.

As we continue to read and write about animals, we open ourselves up to a
realm of imagination, empathy, and connection. Animals remind us of our
shared humanity, inspire us to explore our own potential, and ultimately
enrich the tapestry of human experience.
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Barbara Randle: More Crazy Quilting With
Attitude - Unlocking the Secrets of Fabric
Fusion
A Trailblazing Pioneer in Crazy Quilting Barbara Randle, a true icon in
the world of textile art, has dedicated her life to revolutionizing the
traditional...

Lapax: A Dystopian Novel by Juan Villalba
Explores the Perils of a Controlled Society
In the realm of dystopian literature, Juan Villalba's "Lapax" stands as a
thought-provoking and unsettling exploration of a society suffocated by
surveillance and control....
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